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Abstract:

A proactive strategy to respond effectively to health impacts related to climate variability, particularly within
vulnerable populations, is of vital importance. Such a strategy can be attained if health officials have a deep
understanding of how climate variability affects human health and if the resources available for the health
care sector are sufficient. This study assessed the perceptions and preparedness of health officials toward
climate variability and health impacts in the Somali region of Ethiopia. The resources available for the health
care sector were also assessed. The results show that approximately 80% of health officials were aware of
the relationship between climate variability and human health impacts, but the majority of them were unable
to project the future trend of related health problems in the region. The results also show an inadequate
availability of health care resources, particularly in regards to infrastructure, numbers of health
professionals, and training on climate variability and health. The results further revealed problems with poor
living conditions, such as access to sanitation and safe water, for the majority of people in the study area.
Climate variability is thus one of the many factors exacerbating the increasing trend of human health
problems in the Somali region. Besides improving training to increase health officials' knowledge of climate
variability and human health impacts, the government should also address other factors that currently hinder
a successful response to increasing disease prevalence.

Source: http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s11027-011-9282-1   

Resource Description

Communication:  

resource focus on research or methods on how to communicate or frame issues on climate change;
surveys of attitudes, knowledge, beliefs about climate change

 A focus of content

Communication Audience:  

audience to whom the resource is directed

 Health Professional, Policymaker, Researcher

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Unspecified Exposure
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 Unspecified Exposure

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location

 Non-United States

Non-United States: Africa

African Region/Country: African Country

Other African Country: Ethiopia

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 General Health Impact

Medical Community Engagement:  

resource focus on how the medical community discusses or acts to address health impacts of climate
change

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Research Article

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified

Vulnerability/Impact Assessment:  

resource focus on process of identifying, quantifying, and prioritizing vulnerabilities in a system

 A focus of content
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